
Jamaican Maroons
Resource P4b
Maroons Practice Questions

The Maroons were escaped slaves. They fled to the mountainous areas of Jamaica, where 
it was difficult for their owners to follow and catch them, and formed independent 
communities as free men and women. As the Maroon population grew, the Jamaican 
government decided to defeat the Maroons once and for all. The First Maroon War began 
in 1728. The campaign against them made the Maroons more determined than ever. Under 
their leader called Cudjoe, the Maroons fought back. Maroons were known for their skilful 
tactics in combat, whereby they relied on their knowledge of the surrounding environment 
to outwit the attackers . In 1739, the British and the Maroons made peace. The Maroons 
were to govern themselves. In return they would support the British government in 
Jamaica to help capture rebel slaves and runaways from the plantations and return them 
to their owners.

1.   Evaluate the usefulness of Source A as evidence of the resistance of Jamaican maroons (5)

Source A   is from the website, Discovering Bristol, created by Bristol Museum & Art Gallery and the 
University of the West of England in 1999.

Source A
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