
What did resistance 
to slavery look like?
Lesson 2: What did it mean to ‘self-emancipate’?



I can describe the methods of resistance 
used by self-emancipating Africans

I can evaluate the success of the 
attempts at resistance by 
self-emancipating Africans

I can use my knowledge of self-
emancipating communities to answer an 
Evaluate the Usefulness question 
using the appropriate structure



What did resistance 
to slavery look like: 
What have we 
learned so far?



Emancipation



emancipation

The process of getting out/away from being owned;  and which 
we now use to mean: “the fact or process of being set free from legal, 
social, or political restrictions; liberation – such as from enslavement”

So what would self-emancipation mean?

‘e’ 
Prefix: ‘out’ 
or ‘away’

‘mancip’
From Latin ‘mancipium’: 
‘taking by hand’; ‘taking 

possession of through sale’

‘ation’
Suffix: turns a verb 

into a noun



Who were the 
maroons?
Formerly enslaved Africans who achieved self-
emancipation by escaping to the densely 
overgrown tropical mountains near the plantations.

Maroon comes from the Spanish ‘cimarron’ and 
referred to domestic animals which escaped 
settlers and ran to the mountains. The French then 
shortened it to ‘marron’ (‘marron’ in French also 
means ‘brown’ – so it was a link to their skin colour 
also), while the English used ‘maroon’.
Unsurprisingly, Africans did not call themselves 
this. They instead used liberatory, powerful names 
to reclaim their identity.

Jamaicans usually used ‘Koromanti’, ‘Kromanti’ 
or ‘Yenkunkun’ which linked to their culture and 
history.



Story, Source, Scholarship

1. Read 
the story
For each paragraph, give 
it a title and in your own 
words create a summary, 
2 facts from that 
paragraph on the right



2. Examine 
the sources
In your jotters, for each 
source explain what you 
can learn from it about 
self-emancipating Africans 
- successes & failures - 
and provide proof from the 
source that shows this.

Story, Source, Scholarship



3. Read the opinions 
from the scholarship
Highlight the key opinion in each 
quote

Then in jotters: how do these 
quotes conflict? Do they show the 
self-emancipated Africans were 
successful? Why/why not? Which 
do you mostly agree with? Why?

Story, Source, Scholarship



What do you notice about the two topographic maps? (Source B & C)

What about the photo of the Rio Grande Valley where Jamaican Maroons still live? (Source A)

Source A Source B Source C

What does this suggest about why enslaved people in Jamaica were more likely to 
attempt self-emancipation than those in Barbados or other British colonised islands?



That self-emancipation was a 
powerful method of resisting 
enslavement

That self-emancipation was 
limited as a method of resisting 
enslavement



How do you feel about 
Agard’s song/poem?

What is the key message?

How does this connect 
with what we have learned 

about resistance by 
enslaved people?



Maroon Map
What do you notice on the map 
at this link?

What surprises you?



Practice Questions:
Evaluate the usefulness of Source A as evidence of the resistance of Jamaican maroons (5) 
7.5 minutes if practicing timed

The Maroons were escaped slaves. They fled to the mountainous areas of Jamaica, where 
it was difficult for their owners to follow and catch them, and formed independent 
communities as free men and women. As the Maroon population grew, the Jamaican 
government decided to defeat the Maroons once and for all. The First Maroon War began 
in 1728. The campaign against them made the Maroons more determined than ever. Under 
their leader called Cudjoe, the Maroons fought back. Maroons were known for their skilful 
tactics in combat, whereby they relied on their knowledge of the surrounding environment 
to outwit the attackers. In 1739, the British and the Maroons made peace. The Maroons 
were to govern themselves. In return they would support the British government in 
Jamaica to help capture rebel slaves and runaways from the plantations and return them 
to their owners.

Source A

Source A: is from the website, Discovering Bristol, created by Bristol Museum & Art Gallery and the University of 
the West of England in 1999




